
Hi, friends!

I’m Harley the hawk, and I’ll be your guide as you tour this land I call 

home. My family of red-tailed hawks has lived here for a very long time, 

and we’ve seen many changes. 

Did you know that huge chunks of ice shaped this land? That it was once 

filled with trash? 

The beautiful plants and animals you see today are the result of humans 

working hard to preserve our home. 

To learn more, walk the trails and read the signs that tell our story.  

Are you ready? Let’s go!

		

Hickory

Author: Sara Carlson
Editors: Pam Otto & Erika Young
Designer: Natalie Bishop
Publisher: St. Charles Park District © 2020

A History of
Knolls:

Our Home The walk begins on the trail across the 

road, west of the garden plots.  

The entire story walk is an estimated 

3/4-mile. Inner loop story walk is 

about 1/2-mile.

























The
End

Thanks for coming on this adventure with me! I hope you 

enjoyed learning about Hickory Knolls as much as I enjoyed retelling 

the history of our land.  

But our story doesn’t end here. You can help keep it going by supporting 

the restoration work in Hickory Knolls, in parks and forest preserves—even 

your own neighborhood! Here are some ideas to get you started:  

	 • Volunteer at a natural area workday. 

	 • �Become a citizen scientist and monitor frogs, butterflies, dragonflies … 

many opportunities exist. 

	 • �Reduce your use of plastic, especially carryout containers, straws and 

other single-use items.

	 • Use bubbles instead of balloons at parties and other celebrations.

	 • Recycle bottles and cans.

	 • Organize a litter sweep in your neighborhood or local park.

Learn more by stopping inside the Discovery Center,  

or visiting stcnature.org.

			   Yours truly, Harley

This sign is part of the walk-and-read story, Hickory 
Knolls: A History of Our Home. The story starts on 
the trail across the road, west of the garden plots.




